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Understanding the details behind Chevrolet's V8 engine casting numbers from 1955 is essential for
collectors, restorers, and enthusiasts who want to verify the originality and authenticity of their
classic vehicles. The 1955 Chevrolet V8 engines are iconic, representing the early years of
Chevrolet?s powerful small-block and big-block engines. A comprehensive catalog of these casting
numbers provides valuable insights into production specifics, engine configurations, and
manufacturing details, aiding in accurate restoration and valuation.

Introduction to Chevrolet V8 Engines of 1955

The year 1955 marked a significant milestone for Chevrolet, with the introduction of their first V8
engines in passenger cars. These engines laid the foundation for the legendary small-block engines
that would dominate the performance market for decades. The 1955 lineup included a variety of
engine types, casting numbers, and configurations, making it essential for enthusiasts to understand
how to identify and verify these components.

Overview of 1955 Chevrolet V8 Engine Models

In 1955, Chevrolet produced several V8 engine types, primarily:

- V8 Small-Block Engines
- 265 cubic inch (4.3L)
- 265 cubic inch (High-Performance versions)
- Big-Block Engines
- 265 cubic inch (used in trucks and some passenger models)

The most notable among these was the 265 cubic inch small-block engine, which became the
foundation for future Chevrolet V8s.

Understanding Casting Numbers

Casting numbers are unique identifiers stamped into engine blocks during manufacturing. They help
identify:
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- The engine?s production year
- The factory where it was cast
- The specific engine model and application
- Variations or modifications

For 1955 Chevrolet engines, casting numbers are typically located on the engine block?s front, side,
or rear, often near the bellhousing flange or on the deck surface.

Catalog of Chevy V8 Engine Casting Numbers 1955

In 1955, Chevrolet?s casting numbers for V8 engines primarily fall into the following categories:

Small-Block 265 CID Engines

| Casting Number | Description | Application | Notes |

|------------------|--------------|--------------|--------|

| 3731548 | 265 cu in. (2-barrel) | Passenger cars | Most common for base models |

| 3731519 | 265 cu in. (Powerglide) | Passenger cars | Designed for automatic transmission models |

| 3731036 | 265 cu in. (High-Performance) | Passenger cars | High-performance version with higher
compression |

Big-Block 265 CID Engines

| Casting Number | Description | Application | Notes |

|------------------|--------------|--------------|--------|

| 3731549 | 265 cu in. | Trucks and passenger models | Heavy-duty applications |

Details and Identification of 1955 Casting Numbers

Small-Block Casting Numbers

- 3731548: The most prevalent casting number for the 265 small-block engine used in 1955
passenger cars, especially the Chevrolet Bel Air and 150/210 series.

- 3731519: Found on engines equipped with Powerglide automatic transmissions.

Published by: plausible.bed-dev.com Page 2 of 19



Catalog of chevy v 8 engine casting numbers 1955 Complete Guide Vol. 2026, Issue 7

- 3731036: High-performance engines produced for hot rod applications.

Big-Block Casting Numbers

- 3731549: Associated with large trucks and some passenger models requiring more torque and
durability.

Locating Casting Numbers

- On the engine block?s front face, near the timing cover.
- On the driver?s side, above the oil pan rail.
- On the rear of the block, near the bellhousing area.

These numbers are often four to six digits long and can be mixed with additional letters or suffixes
indicating specific features.

Deciphering Casting Numbers and Their Significance

Understanding the casting number is crucial for originality and authenticity. Here?s how to interpret
these numbers:

- Number Identification: The first set of digits often indicates the casting year or sequence.
- Suffix Letters: Some casting numbers include suffixes that specify engine type, compression

ratio, or performance features.
- Application Matching: Cross-reference casting numbers with Chevrolet production records or

dedicated databases to confirm the engine?s original application.

Additional Casting Numbers and Variations

While the primary casting numbers listed above are most common, some variations exist due to
revisions, manufacturing changes, or specific model requirements:

- Casting number 3731518: Variations used in early 1955 engines.
- Casting number 3731547: Used in some trucks or commercial models.
- Suffix codes: Indicate differences such as camshaft profiles, compression ratios, or intake

manifolds.

Published by: plausible.bed-dev.com Page 3 of 19



Catalog of chevy v 8 engine casting numbers 1955 Complete Guide Vol. 2026, Issue 7

Restoration Tips for 1955 Chevy Engines

- Verify Casting Numbers: Always check the casting number and suffix to ensure engine
originality.

- Match Numbers with Build Sheets: Cross-reference with original build sheets, VINs, or
documentation.

- Use Authentic Parts: When restoring, prioritize original or OEM parts matching the casting
numbers.

- Consult Experts: Classic car clubs and forums can provide invaluable insights into specific
casting number applications.

Resources for Chevy V8 1955 Casting Numbers

- Chevrolet Service Manuals: Offer detailed casting number references.
- Online Databases: Websites like Chevrolet101.com or EarlyChevys.com contain extensive

casting number listings.
- Restoration Books: Publications such as "Chevrolet by Chevrolet" provide detailed engine

identification guides.
- Chevy Enthusiast Clubs: Local clubs often have experts familiar with casting numbers and

engine history.

Conclusion

A thorough understanding of the catalog of chevy v 8 engine casting numbers 1955 is
indispensable for anyone involved in restoring or collecting vintage Chevrolet vehicles from that era.
Recognizing the key casting numbers, their applications, and how to verify them ensures
authenticity and can significantly influence the value of a classic car. Whether you are seeking to
restore an original engine or authenticate a vehicle?s originality, consulting detailed casting number
catalogs and resources is a vital step toward preserving the rich heritage of Chevrolet?s iconic V8
engines.

Additional Tips for Enthusiasts

- Keep detailed records of casting numbers during restoration.
- Document the engine?s origin and matching numbers.
- Stay updated with new findings or revisions in casting number databases.
- Participate in forums and communities dedicated to Chevrolet restoration for ongoing support

and knowledge sharing.
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By mastering the knowledge of Chevrolet?s 1955 casting numbers, enthusiasts can better
appreciate the engineering heritage and ensure their vehicles remain authentic pieces of automotive
history.
 
Catalog of Chevy V8 Engine Casting Numbers 1955: An In-Depth Exploration

The year 1955 marked a significant milestone in automotive history, notably for Chevrolet?s
introduction of the iconic small-block V8 engine. Recognized for its durability, performance, and
revolutionary design, the Chevy V8 engine lineup of this era has intrigued collectors, restorers, and
enthusiasts alike. Central to understanding these engines is the catalog of casting numbers?unique
identifiers stamped into engine blocks, heads, and components?that reveal crucial details about a
Chevy V8 from 1955. This comprehensive guide aims to delve deep into the casting number system,
decode what these numbers mean, and provide a thorough overview of the 1955 Chevy V8 engines.

Understanding Casting Numbers: The Basics

Casting numbers are integral to identifying an engine's origin, production specifics, and
compatibility. For Chevrolet engines, these numbers are typically found:

- On the engine block: Usually on the front or side surfaces.
- On cylinder heads: Often on the top or sides.
- On other components: Such as intake manifolds, timing covers, and distributor housings.

They serve as a blueprint, revealing information such as:

- Production year and month
- Engine displacement
- Factory assembly plant
- Specific engine variant or configuration
- Manufacturing sequence and batch

Why are casting numbers important?

- Authenticity verification: Ensuring an engine is original or correctly matched to a vehicle.
- Restoration accuracy: Identifying the correct parts and configurations.
- Historical research: Tracing manufacturing history and evolution.

Chevrolet V8 Engines in 1955: An Overview
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1955 was a pivotal year for Chevrolet, marking the debut of their legendary small-block V8 engine?a
265 cubic inch (4.3L) displacement that would revolutionize performance and manufacturing. Prior to
this, Chevrolet primarily used inline engines, but the new V8 offered a compact, powerful alternative
that became the foundation for decades of performance.

Key Features of the 1955 Chevy V8

- Engine Displacement: 265 cubic inches
- Configuration: Small-block V8
- Material: Cast iron block and heads
- Power Output: Ranged from 162 hp (standard) to up to 180 hp (optional)
- Car Models: Available across the Chevrolet lineup, including Bel Air, 150, 210, and others
- Introduction of Casting Numbers: The first generation of Chevy small-blocks, with casting

numbers that are highly sought after by collectors

Decoding 1955 Chevy V8 Casting Numbers

The casting number system for Chevrolet engines in 1955 is a combination of digits and sometimes
letters, each conveying specific information. These numbers are stamped into the engine
components during casting and are essential for identification.

Common Casting Number Locations in 1955 Chevy Engines

- Engine Block: Usually on the front passenger side of the block, near the water pump mounting
surface.

- Cylinder Heads: Often on the top or side, near the valve cover mounting surface.
- Intake Manifolds and Other Components: Stamped or cast with distinctive numbers.

Typical Format and Meaning

- Casting Number Format: Usually a 4- to 6-digit number, sometimes accompanied by a letter
suffix.

- Examples:
- 3731516
- 3703512
- 3703418

The key is to cross-reference these numbers with known catalogs or databases to determine details
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such as engine type, year, and plant.

Major Casting Numbers for 1955 Chevy V8 Engines

Below is an organized list of significant casting numbers associated with 1955 Chevrolet small-block
engines. Each number corresponds to specific engine components and variations.

Engine Blocks

| Casting Number | Description | Displacement | Notes |

|------------------|--------------|----------------|--------|

| 3703512 | 265ci V8 Block | 265 cubic inches | One of the most common 1955 Chevy small-block
casting numbers. Found on early production blocks. |

| 3703418 | 265ci V8 Block | 265 cubic inches | Slight variations in casting; may differ in core
specifications. |

| 3703518 | 265ci V8 Block | 265 cubic inches | Later casting, potentially with improvements. |

| 3703519 | 265ci V8 Block | 265 cubic inches | Rare, but indicates specific manufacturing runs. |

Cylinder Heads

| Casting Number | Description | Notes |

|------------------|--------------|--------|

| 3731548 | 265 V8 Head | Common in 1955, corresponds to standard production heads. |

| 3703481 | 265 V8 Head | Alternative casting, with slight design variations. |

Intake Manifolds

| Casting Number | Description | Notes |

|------------------|--------------|--------|

| 3703582 | Intake manifold | Used on early 265 engines, matching block casting. |
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| 3703584 | Intake manifold | Slight design variations, may be paired with specific head castings. |

Notable Details

- Many casting numbers are shared across different components, emphasizing the importance of
cross-referencing.

- The combination of block and head numbers can help verify the originality and authenticity of a
1955 Chevy V8 engine.

Differences and Variations in 1955 Casting Numbers

While the core engine design was consistent, several variations and refinements are evident in 1955
casting numbers, reflecting manufacturing improvements and optional configurations.

- Production Variants

- Standard vs. High-Performance Engines: The 1955 lineup included standard 265 engines and
optional high-performance variants, often distinguished by specific casting numbers or suffixes.

- Performance Enhancements: Some blocks had reinforced features or different water jacket
configurations.

- Plant-Specific Casting Numbers

Chevrolet operated multiple manufacturing plants, and each facility had its own series of casting
numbers. Recognizing these can help identify the origin of an engine.

- Baltimore Plant: Known for specific casting runs.
- Flint and Tonawanda Plants: Also produced 1955 engines with distinct casting identifiers.

- Suffix Codes and Additional Markings

Although less common in 1955, some casting numbers are accompanied by suffixes or date codes
that specify:
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- Production date
- Assembly plant
- Engine configuration or performance level

Cross-Referencing Casting Numbers for Accurate Identification

For enthusiasts and restorers, verifying the authenticity of a 1955 Chevy V8 engine involves
cross-referencing casting numbers with official Chevrolet catalogs and expert databases.

Steps for Accurate Identification

- Locate the casting number on the engine component.
- Check the date code, often stamped nearby, to confirm manufacturing period.
- Identify the component type (block, head, intake).
- Compare with known casting number lists from trusted sources such as the Chevrolet

Restoration Guide, factory manuals, or reputable online databases.
- Assess the combination of casting numbers to verify originality.

Common Resources

- Chevrolet Casting Number Database: Online repositories with detailed listings.
- Factory Service Manuals: Offer official diagrams and casting number references.
- Expert Forums and Clubs: Communities dedicated to Chevrolet restoration.

Significance of the 1955 Casting Numbers in Restoration and
Collecting

Originality is paramount for collectors. Understanding the casting numbers from 1955 allows
enthusiasts to:

- Authenticate engine components
- Confirm matching numbers for restorations
- Identify potential replacements or upgrades
- Assess the rarity of a particular engine build

Furthermore, casting numbers can influence the value of a vintage Chevrolet, as original, correctly
cast, and matching components are highly prized.
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Tips for Restorers

- Always document casting numbers before disassembly.
- Use the correct casting number references to avoid mismatched parts.
- Be aware of common replacements?some casting numbers are reproduced or remanufactured.

Conclusion: The Legacy of 1955 Chevy V8 Casting Numbers

The catalog of Chevrolet V8 engine casting numbers from 1955 is a window into a revolutionary era
of American automotive engineering. Each casting number tells a story?about the manufacturing
process, the specific engine variant, and the vehicle it was destined for. For collectors, restorers,
and enthusiasts, mastering these identifiers is essential for preserving the authenticity and history of
these legendary engines.

By understanding where to find these numbers, how to interpret them, and their significance, one
gains a greater appreciation of Chevrolet's engineering innovations during this pivotal year. Whether
you?re restoring a classic Bel Air, building a hot rod, or simply expanding your knowledge, the
detailed catalog of 1955 Chevy V8 casting numbers remains an invaluable resource in honoring the
legacy of this iconic engine platform.

Remember: Authenticity and attention to detail are the cornerstones of classic car restoration. The
casting numbers serve as the DNA of your Chevy engine?decode them wisely to keep the legacy
alive.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the common casting numbers for Chevy V8 engines from 1955?
Some of the common casting numbers for 1955 Chevy V8 engines include 3836843, 3731548, and
3836844, which correspond to various engine blocks and versions from that year. How can I identify
a 1955 Chevy V8 engine using casting numbers? You can identify a 1955 Chevy V8 engine by
locating the casting number on the engine block, typically found on the front or passenger side, and
cross-referencing it with a catalog of known casting numbers for that year. Are there specific casting
numbers indicating the 265 or 265ci V8 engines in 1955 Chevys? Yes, the 1955 Chevy 265ci V8
engines commonly have casting numbers like 3836843 and 3731548, which are well-documented in
engine casting catalogs. What is the significance of the casting number 3836843 on a 1955 Chevy
V8 engine? Casting number 3836843 typically indicates a 265ci V8 engine block used in the 1955
Chevrolet models, helping to verify the engine's originality and specifications. Where can I find a
detailed catalog of 1955 Chevy V8 engine casting numbers? Detailed catalogs of 1955 Chevy V8
engine casting numbers can be found in classic car restoration books, online Chevy engine
identification guides, and dedicated vintage engine number databases. Are casting numbers
sufficient to determine the engine's performance and year, or do I need additional info? While
casting numbers help identify the engine's model and year, additional info such as casting date
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codes and suffix codes can provide more detailed insights into the engine's specific configuration
and performance. Can casting numbers tell me if an engine is original or rebuilt? Casting numbers
indicate the original engine block type and production year but do not specify if the engine has been
rebuilt. To determine if it's original or rebuilt, check for matching casting and date codes, and look for
signs of overhaul. What casting number is associated with the 1955 Chevrolet 265 V8 engine? The
1955 Chevrolet 265 V8 engine is often associated with casting numbers such as 3836843 and
3731548, which are typical for that model year and engine size. Are there any rare or unique casting
numbers for 1955 Chevy V8 engines? Some rare casting numbers, like 3731547, may indicate
special production runs or early prototypes. Most 1955 Chevy V8 engines share casting numbers
like 3836843, which are common and well-documented. How reliable are casting numbers for
authenticating a 1955 Chevy V8 engine? Casting numbers are a reliable method for authenticating
the engine's model and production year, but should be confirmed with other identifiers like date
codes and engine suffix codes for complete verification. 

 
Related keywords: Chevy V8 engine casting numbers, 1955 Chevy engine codes, Chevrolet small
block casting numbers, Chevy V8 engine identification, 1955 Chevy engine specifications, Chevy
engine block codes, GM V8 casting identification, 1955 Chevy engine parts, Chevrolet engine
casting guides, vintage Chevy V8 engine numbers

Bmw m42 engine number location

BMW M42 engine number location is a common query among car enthusiasts, restorers, and
mechanics working on classic BMW models. Knowing where to find the engine number on the BMW
M42 is essential for tasks such as verifying authenticity, sourcing parts, registering the vehicle, or
performing detailed maintenance. The M42 engine, produced in the late 1980s and early 1990s, is a
1.8-liter inline-4 engine renowned for its reliability and smooth performance. In this article, we will
explore the exact location of the BMW M42 engine number, how to identify it, and tips for reading
and recording this vital information.

Understanding the BMW M42 Engine

Before diving into the specifics of the engine number location, it?s helpful to understand what the
BMW M42 engine is and its significance in BMW history.

Overview of the BMW M42

The BMW M42 was introduced in 1989 as a successor to the M40 engine. It featured double
overhead camshafts (DOHC), electronic fuel injection, and an aluminum cylinder head, making it a
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modern and efficient engine for its time. It powered several BMW models, including the E30 316i
and 318i.

Importance of the Engine Number

The engine number (also known as the engine serial number or engine ID) is a unique identifier
stamped onto the engine block. It helps verify the engine's originality, production details, and
authenticity, especially important for classic car collectors and restorers.

Locating the BMW M42 Engine Number

The engine number on the BMW M42 is typically stamped directly onto the engine block. Its precise
location is crucial for accurate identification.

Primary Location of the Engine Number

The most common and accessible location to find the BMW M42 engine number is on the engine
block, specifically:

- On the timing cover side: Usually on the front of the engine block, near the timing chain cover.
- Near the cylinder head: Sometimes stamped on the surface just below or adjacent to the

intake manifold.
- On the engine block surface: Close to the oil filter housing or on the cylinder block's side.

How to Locate the Engine Number on Your BMW M42

Follow these step-by-step instructions:

- Ensure safety: Turn off the engine, remove the key, and allow the engine to cool to prevent
burns or injuries.

- Open the hood: Access the top of the engine compartment for better visibility.
- Locate the timing cover: The timing chain cover is at the front of the engine, directly

accessible when the hood is open.
- Inspect the area: Look for a stamped or engraved series of characters on the flat surface of the

timing cover or nearby engine block area.
- Clean the surface if necessary: Use a clean cloth or brush to remove dirt or grease that may

obscure the stamping.
- Identify the engine number: The engine number will typically be a sequence of letters and

numbers, often starting with a letter indicating the model or engine type.
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Additional Locations and Tips for Finding the Engine Number

While the primary location is on the timing cover, some models or manufacturing variations may
have the engine number stamped elsewhere.

Other Possible Locations

Depending on the specific BMW M42 model and production year, the engine number may also be
found:

- On the side of the engine block near the oil filter housing
- On the rear of the engine block, accessible from underneath or through the wheel well
- Stamped onto the cylinder head or intake manifold area

Tips for Accurate Reading

To ensure you correctly identify the engine number:

- Use a flashlight if needed to illuminate darker areas.
- Clean the surface thoroughly to remove dirt, grime, or paint that may hide the stamping.
- Compare the stamped number with documentation or vehicle registration papers for verification.
- If the stampings are difficult to read, use a mirror or take a high-resolution photograph for better

clarity.

Understanding the Engine Number Format

The BMW M42 engine number typically contains a sequence of characters providing information
such as production date, factory, and serial sequence.

Common Format and Meaning

While formats can vary, a typical engine number might look like: 0 261 200 123 or similar, with
specific segments indicating:

- Factory code
- Production year and month
- Serial sequence number
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Knowing how to interpret the engine number can be useful when verifying engine originality or
sourcing parts.

Why Knowing the BMW M42 Engine Number Matters

Understanding the location and significance of the engine number offers multiple benefits:

Verification of Authenticity

Ensuring that the engine matches the vehicle's documentation and original specifications.

Facilitating Repairs and Maintenance

Accurate identification helps sourcing the correct parts and understanding the engine's production
details.

Resale and Valuation

A verifiable engine number adds credibility and value during resale.

Historical Records and Restoration

Maintaining accurate records for restoration projects or historical documentation.

Conclusion

The BMW M42 engine number location is primarily on the front of the engine block, near the
timing chain cover. Properly locating and reading the engine number is essential for verifying engine
authenticity, sourcing correct parts, and maintaining your vehicle's history. By following the
step-by-step guide outlined above, you can confidently identify the engine number on your BMW
M42 engine. Remember to always handle engine components carefully, ensure the engine is cool,
and keep documentation handy for comparison. Whether you're restoring a classic BMW or
performing routine maintenance, knowing where to find your engine?s unique identifier is a
fundamental step toward proper vehicle care and preservation.
 
BMW M42 Engine Number Location: A Comprehensive Guide

The BMW M42 engine holds a special place in automotive history as one of the company's notable
four-cylinder powerplants introduced in the late 1980s. Renowned for its reliability, performance, and
engineering sophistication, the M42 has become a popular choice among enthusiasts and restorers.
For those working on vintage BMW models, whether for maintenance, restoration, or resale
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purposes, locating the engine number accurately is crucial. This article provides an in-depth
overview of the BMW M42 engine number location, offering practical insights for mechanics,
hobbyists, and collectors alike.

Understanding the BMW M42 Engine

Before diving into the specifics of the engine number location, it's essential to grasp the context of
the BMW M42 engine itself.

What is the BMW M42?

The BMW M42 is a four-cylinder inline engine produced from 1989 to 1996. It was designed as a
successor to the BMW M40 engine and was used primarily in the E30 3 Series models, including the
318i and 318is. The M42 is notable for its dual overhead camshaft (DOHC) configuration, electronic
fuel injection, and lightweight construction, making it a favorite among enthusiasts looking for a
balance of performance and efficiency.

Key Specifications:

- Displacement: 1.8 liters (1796 cc)
- Power Output: Approximately 138 horsepower
- Configuration: Inline 4-cylinder
- Fuel System: Bosch LE-Jetronic fuel injection
- Bore x Stroke: 84 mm x 81 mm

Significance of the Engine Number

The engine number serves as a unique identifier for each engine produced. It is vital for several
reasons:

- Verification of authenticity: Ensures the engine is genuine and matches the vehicle's
documentation.

- Maintenance and repair: Facilitates ordering the correct parts specific to that engine.
- Resale and valuation: Helps establish the engine's originality and history.
- Theft prevention: Assists authorities in tracking stolen engines.

Knowing the precise location of the engine number is fundamental for accurate identification.

BMW M42 Engine Number Location: The Key Areas
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The engine number on the BMW M42 is typically stamped or engraved in specific locations.
Depending on the vehicle's age, manufacturing plant, and model year, the exact position may vary
slightly. However, the most common and reliable locations are detailed below.

Primary Location: The Timing Cover Area

The most accessible and consistent location for the M42 engine number is on the timing cover, also
known as the front engine block.

Details:

- Position: On the front of the engine block, just above the crank pulley and below the cylinder
head.

- Appearance: The number is usually stamped or engraved directly into the metal surface, often
on a flat section of the timing cover.

- Procedure to access: It may require removing a plastic cover or components such as the fan or
belts for clear visibility.

Visual Indicators:

- The engine number is often a combination of letters and digits, such as "M42 1234567."
- It is stamped deeply enough to withstand cleaning and engine wear processes.

Secondary Location: The Engine Block Side

In some models or production years, the engine number can also be found on the left side of the
engine block, near the timing chain cover.

Details:

- Position: Visible when looking directly at the side of the engine, typically on the engine block's
flat surface.

- Appearance: Engraved or stamped into the metal surface, sometimes covered with a thin layer
of paint or grime.

- Access: Might require removing or cleaning surrounding components for a clear view.

Note: This location is less common but is still worth checking, especially in older or earlier
production models.
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How to Locate the M42 Engine Number: Step-by-Step Guide

For enthusiasts and mechanics, here is a practical step-by-step process to locate the engine
number on an M42 engine:

- Ensure Safety and Access

- Turn off the engine and allow it to cool.
- Disconnect the battery if necessary.
- Remove the hood for unobstructed access to the engine bay.

- Identify the Timing Cover

- Locate the front of the engine, where the timing chain and belt are housed.
- The timing cover is usually a plastic or metal cover just above the crank pulley.

- Clear the Area

- Remove any plastic covers, belts, or accessories blocking the view.
- Use a clean cloth or brush to remove dirt, grease, or debris around the area.

- Locate the Stamp or Engraving

- Look for a series of characters stamped into the metal surface.
- The number is often located on a flat, visible section of the timing cover.

- Record the Number

- Use a camera or note down the number for future reference.
- Confirm that the number matches the vehicle?s documentation.

Published by: plausible.bed-dev.com Page 17 of 19



Catalog of chevy v 8 engine casting numbers 1955 Complete Guide Vol. 2026, Issue 7

Additional Tips for Accurate Identification

- Clean the Surface: If the engine number is obscured by dirt or grime, gently clean the area with
a degreaser or brake cleaner.

- Use Proper Lighting: A flashlight can help illuminate the stamping area for easier reading.
- Consult the Owner?s Manual: Some manuals provide specific guidance on engine number

locations.
- Seek Professional Help: If unsure or unable to locate the number, a qualified mechanic or BMW

specialist can assist.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Challenge 1: Obscured or Faded Number

- Solution: Carefully clean the area, avoiding damage to the stamping.

Challenge 2: Damaged or Illegible Stampings

- Solution: Consult a professional for possible re-stamping or verification through other VIN data.

Challenge 3: Variations in Location

- Solution: Cross-reference with the vehicle?s production year and model to narrow down the
search area.

Importance of the Engine Number for Collectors and Restorers

For enthusiasts restoring classic BMWs, the engine number is not just a technical detail but a vital
part of the vehicle's history. Authenticity can significantly influence a car?s value, especially if the
engine matches the original specifications.

- Matching Numbers: Ensures the engine is original to the vehicle.
- Registration and Documentation: Necessary for legal registration or verification.
- Historical Research: Helps trace the engine?s manufacturing details and service history.

Final Thoughts
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Locating the BMW M42 engine number is a straightforward but essential task for anyone involved
with these classic engines. Primarily situated on the front timing cover, the engine number provides
critical identification data that can aid in maintenance, restoration, and verification processes. By
following the outlined steps and tips, enthusiasts and mechanics can confidently find and record the
engine number, ensuring their BMW M42 remains a well-documented and cherished part of
automotive history.

Whether you're restoring a vintage BMW, verifying an engine?s authenticity, or preparing for
maintenance, knowing the precise location of the M42 engine number is an invaluable piece of
knowledge that supports all your automotive endeavors.
 

 QuestionAnswer Where is the engine number located on a BMW M42 engine? The engine
number on a BMW M42 is typically located on the engine block, near the timing cover or on the
cylinder head, often stamped into the metal surface. How can I identify the engine number on my
BMW M42? You can identify the engine number by inspecting the side of the engine block, usually
on the cylinder head or the timing cover area, where it is stamped or engraved. Is the BMW M42
engine number the same as the VIN? No, the engine number is different from the VIN. The engine
number is specific to the engine itself and is used for identification and registration purposes. Can I
find the BMW M42 engine number in the vehicle's registration documents? Typically, the vehicle
registration documents list the VIN rather than the engine number. To find the engine number, you
need to inspect the engine physically. What tools do I need to locate the BMW M42 engine number?
You may need a flashlight and a mirror to see into tight spots, along with a clean cloth to wipe away
dirt for a clear view of the stamped engine number. Why is it important to know the location of the
BMW M42 engine number? Knowing the engine number is important for identification, maintenance,
verifying authenticity, and when ordering parts or registering the vehicle. Are there any visual
differences in the engine number location between different BMW M42 models? While the general
location remains consistent, minor differences may exist depending on the model year or specific
vehicle setup, so consulting a repair manual can help. How do I verify that the engine number on my
BMW M42 is genuine? Compare the stamped engine number with official records or documentation
from BMW. Also, ensure the stamping appears authentic and not tampered with. Can I find the
BMW M42 engine number online or through a database? Some BMW enthusiast forums or official
BMW databases may help you verify engine numbers, but physical inspection of the engine is the
most reliable method. 
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